City of Corunna
Regular Council Meeting
Monday, June 19, 2000

Present: Billis, Bayless, Bendall, Dumond, Hornus, Ockerman, Runyan.
Absent: None.
Guests: Karen Hornus; Gary Palmer, Building and Zoning Officer; Chris Taute; Bernie

Yott; Angie Fernette; Larry LeCureux; Keith and Diane Johnson; Judi Strauch;
Jeremy Boyd, Treasurer; Gene and Shirley Sanderson; Millie Taute; Scott
Johnson, Fire Chief; Tim Crawford, Superintendent of Public Works; Judy
Horton; Jan Scott; Steve Corey; Dick Sanderson; Chuck Long; Jack Gerhold;
Doug Albrant; Sgt. Kevin Clark, Police Department; Don Mehigh; Gary
Schooley, Parks and Recreation Director; Cheryl Kribs; Larry Friess; Brian Gay;
Scott Wright; Bob Buschman; Brenda Jordan; Stephanie Wuttke, The
Independent; Shauna Bayless; Bob Morehouse; Don Butcher; Merilee Lawson;
and other concerned citizens.

The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers by Mayor Billis at 7:00 p.m.

MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING: Hornus moved, Dumond seconded to
approve the minutes of the previous regular meeting.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus, Runyan, Bayless, Bendall.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

MINUTES OF THE SPECIAL MEETING: Hornus moved, Bendall seconded to approve the
minutes of the special meeting.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Hornus, Bendall, Dumond, Bayless, Ockerman, Runyan.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

AGENDA APPROVAL.: Hornus moved, Dumond seconded to approve the agenda as amended
with the deletion of Item No. 1) Consider Mid-County Planning Resolution and Item No.
8) Consider Bids for Furniture. Councilperson Ockerman stated he had a problem with
Ms. Hitchcock not being present at the meeting. The first time he found out she would
not be present was when he got his packet. He further stated according to the city
charter, the city manager is supposed to be present. He also stated it seemed like a total
lack of professionalism to him and council should have been notified and he wanted it on
record that he thought this was a charter violation.




Roll call vote:
Yes: Bayless, Runyan, Bendall, Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS: Hornus moved, Bendall seconded to
approve the vendor disbursements as presented.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Hornus, Bendall, Dumond, Bayless, Ockerman, Runyan.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CALL TO AUDIENCE: Keith Johnson, 211 Hastings Street, advised there is a house at the
corner of Norton Street and Converse Street that had a garage sale before Memorial Day
and everything has been left out. The place is a mess and he invited council to drive by
that corner and take a look. He further advised he was not sure there was an ordinance
against it, but there should be. Mr. Johnson thanked Millie Taute and Diane Johnson for
planting flowers along Shiawassee Street and for soliciting people to water the flowers.
Mr. Johnson stated he went down Brady Street Saturday night to fill water cans and the
river is contaminated. Corunna and every city on this river have a responsibility to the
people who live along it to do something about the sewage problem. It is a real problem
when flowers in your own community cannot be watered because the river is polluted.
Mayor Billis thanked Mr. and Mrs. Johnson and Ms. Taute for all of the work they have
done in the community.

Larry Friess, E. McArthur Street, stated about five weeks ago he came to council about a
person who had a business in his garage in a residential area. He was told by Ms.
Hitchcock that the owner was given a ten-day notice to stop and ten-days is up. He
further stated if the person had taken the sign down, he would not have said anything
else. Mr. Friess asked council what they plan to do about it. Mayor Billis stated he
would need to sit down with Ms. Hitchcock to find out what the progress was and what
information she has to share with council. Councilperson Hornus asked Gary Palmer if
he could add anything to the situation. Mr. Palmer advised he did check it out. There is
a sign on his garage and it appears the owner is doing repair work inside the building. He
further advised he did not believe a ten-day notice was issued unless the police chief
issued one. He also advised he visited the site twice and the homeowner was not home
either time, but it did look like there was some type of business activity and he would
follow-up on the situation. Councilperson Bayless asked what the normal procedure was
in issuing a ten-day notice. Mr. Palmer advised a ten-day notice could be issued to the
homeowner instructing him to cease operation of the business. If the property owner
does not cease operation then the homeowner could be prosecuted for operating a
business in a residential area. Mr. Friess advised Ms. Hitchcock told him a ten-day
notice had been given to the homeowner but she could not tell him when the notice was
issued. He further advised he would be coming down to the next council meeting to get
the situation resolved. Councilperson Ockerman asked who would issue the ten-day
notice. Mr. Palmer advised he or the police chief could issue the notice. Councilperson



Ockerman asked Mr. Palmer if he was told to issue a ten-day notice. Mr. Palmer advised
he does not have to be told to issue a notice. If the violation was a zoning violation, he
could use his discretion on what type of notice to issue. He further advised he was asked
by the city manager to investigate the situation. Councilperson Bayless stated he would
like to see the situation resolved by the next council meeting.

CONSIDER REQUESTS FROM THE FOURTH OF JULY COMMISSION: Karen Hornus
stated she was present to request permission to allow parking on the grass in McCurdy
Park during the Fourth of July Celebration. She asked Gary Schooley to explain the
parking. Mr. Schooley advised the commission has suggested that parking be allowed on
the east side of Emma Drive at the back of the ball field because the area will be turned
into a volleyball court as part of the park’s five-year plan. He further advised there is a
triangle area on the west side of the commercial building that is not being used for
anything and the area has been proposed as permanent parking. He also advised the
Fourth of July Commission has received permission from Theresa Bush to allow parking
on her property. Someone will be parking the vehicles so people will not park anywhere
they want to. Councilperson Hornus stated the reason the Fourth of July Commission
was present was because of the car show in the park. The car owners want to park where
they have parked the previous years. Ms. Hornus advised the Fourth of July Commission
makes every attempt to make the park look as good or better than it did before the
activities began. Mayor Billis stated he was concerned with the ruts in the grass that
might occur if it rains. Ms. Hornus stated the primary problem would be with the car
show. If it rains lightly, the cars on the grass will not be that big of a problem, but if it
downpours, the members will not want to bring out their cars. Bendall moved, Bayless
seconded to grant the request from the Fourth of July Commission to allow parking on
the grass in the designated areas. Councilperson Runyan asked if the Fourth of July
Commission has liability insurance to cover the parking on private property. Ms. Hornus
advised yes.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Bendall, Bayless, Runyan, Dumond, Hornus, Ockerman.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

ACCEPTANCE OF HISTORICAL COMMISSION PAYBACK OF LOAN: Hornus moved,
Bendall seconded to accept the $5,000 check from the Historical Commission.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Dumond, Hornus, Ockerman, Bendall, Runyan, Bayless.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CONSIDER INFORMATION REGARDING FIRE DEPARTMENT: Councilperson Dumond
stated there was discussion at the last meeting about the facility review committee
touring Davis Cartage. He further stated the committee plans to meet with John Stehlik
to see what Davis Cartage has to offer. Councilperson Ockerman stated he had additional
information concerning the overhead electrical lines that might interfere with the antenna




tower. He found out that the tower would not interfere with the electrical lines. He
further stated there was a concern about people parking wherever they want to.

From the beginning, John Bendall and the township board had planned to build a berm to
make it difficult for people to park there. He also stated there was a question concerning
the contract the city has with the township that the township was not honoring. He
assumed from Councilperson Bayless’ comment that he did not talk to anyone other than
city management. Councilperson Bayless advised no, he only stated what he had heard
and wanted to know more about it. Councilperson Ockerman stated he does not want to
upset Caledonia Township and they are a little upset because they thought they had
honored the contract. When John Bendall came to Ms. Hitchcock’s office he thought he
explained himself pretty well. It was Mr. Bendall’s interpretation of the meeting that
there was a contract to house two vehicles in Caledonia Township. Councilperson
Ockerman advised the township had a meeting and they gave the rest of the building to
the sewer authority and there was three to four months to go before that would take
effect. Mr. Bendall came to Ms. Hitchcock’s office and advised her the township would
honor the contract and another building would be built. Mr. Bendall advised Ms.
Hitchcock the township wanted to know if the city wanted the township to build a
building big enough to house two trucks. Councilperson Ockerman further advised the
entire township board wanted to know how much space the city wanted. They have
every intention of honoring the contract and it was never an issue. He also advised he
wanted to make sure the city does not talk about the situation in a negative fashion
because the township has been hurt by it. Councilperson Bayless stated that was not his
intention. Councilperson Ockerman stated Caledonia Township would love the city to
build a fire hall. They want to keep the firemen happy and the township thinks, as he
does, that the department should be kept under one roof. He further stated the
community was concerned about taking all of the fire trucks out of the city. One of the
options was to move five trucks to the township and keep two trucks in the city. He also
stated the township wants to know if the city wants the township to build a building big
enough to house two trucks or does the city want to move the entire fire hall to the
township. The township wants an answer quickly. Councilperson Ockerman explained
the township has spent three months trying to get an answer and they do not seem to
understand why the city is dragging its feet. He further explained he and the mayor met
with John Bendall and Mr. Bendall explained everything to the mayor. He also explained
he talked to Ms. Hitchcock and she advised him the city could bond up to $2,000,000, but
the city does not have any land and the vehicles need to be covered. Councilperson
Ockerman advised the city was in a box and council needs to act in some manner even if
it is to cover two trucks. The city cannot ignore the situation and Caledonia Township
wants an answer. He further advised the city needs to keeps its association with
Caledonia Township on a good level because the city is getting a service that protects the
community at a tremendously cheap rate. Councilperson Ockerman asked council if they
had a question that he did not address. Councilperson Hornus stated the only thing that
was not brought up was the time element in getting to a fire in the city. Councilperson
Dumond stated he was concerned with the fire trucks sitting out. He asked why the fire
truck could not be stored in the commercial building. Councilperson Hornus advised the
fire truck was in the commercial building. Councilperson Dumond stated the city is
looking at spending $30,000 to $300,000 and it was not something the city could decide



overnight. Councilperson Ockerman stated it might not cost the city $30,000 because he
gave council many options to choose from. Councilperson Dumond stated he was not in
a position to decide whether he wants two trucks or six trucks in the township or in the
city. He wants to find out all of the city’s options. Councilperson Ockerman stated the
city might have to do it all alone. Councilperson Bendall asked if the township wanted to
dissolve the relationship they have with the city. Councilperson Ockerman stated he did
not know. Councilperson Hornus advised the township does not want to split with the
city. They want to come up with something that will work for the city and the township.
He further advised he does not see the issue as a big issue unless council intends to build
a fire hall in the city. Councilperson Runyan stated the big issue is the time element.
They are waiting for the city to make a decision. He further stated the city has outgrown
the fire department and suggested looking into the future even if it takes a little time.
Councilperson Hornus stated the city does not have any property big enough to build a
facility. Mayor Billis stated the township wants to know what the city wants to do and
the city was not in the position to tell them what to do. He further stated he has been
speaking with the folks at the county level. The county might work with the city and let
the city build a fire hall on the property they just purchased. He also stated he does not
know what direction the council wants to take. Councilperson Ockerman stated the fire
board has also contacted the folks at the county and they have property on Corunna
Avenue and by Pleasant View Hospital. He further stated the township would be
opposed to anything south of town. Councilperson Hornus stated if the city is going to
leave two trucks at the township then everything would stay the same as it is now.
Councilperson Ockerman stated he personally feels that five trucks should be moved to
the township and two trucks should stay in the city, but he would go along with what the
majority wanted to do. Bendall moved, Bayless seconded to inform Caledonia Township
the city requests that they house two of the fire trucks at the township and everything else
would stay as they are.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus, Runyan, Bayless, Bendall.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

7:15 P.M. PUBLIC HEARING TO CONSIDER CHARTER AMENDMENTS: Hornus moved,
Dumond seconded to leave the regular session and go into a public hearing to consider
charter amendments.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Bayless, Runyan, Bendall, Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED Time was 7:49 p.m.

Councilperson Hornus asked if the charter review commission had met and made the
change. Jan Scott advised yes. Mayor Billis asked if the residency law only applied to
the city manager or to city employees as a whole. Ms. Long advised the city’s charter
only dealt with the city manager. Councilperson Ockerman asked what the wordage was
before it was changed. Ms. Long explained the changes. Councilperson Ockerman
asked if the change agreed with the state law and how the wordage was verified. Ms.



Long advised the commission got a copy of the state law. Councilperson Ockerman
asked who verified the state law copy. Ms. Long advised the Michigan Municipal
League and their attorneys. Councilperson Ockerman asked if the attorneys from the
Michigan Municipal League had looked over the state law and agreed with it. Ms. Long
advised yes. Steve Corey stated the charter commission felt the city should be able to
require the city manager to live in the city, but state law states there cannot be any
requirements. He further stated the law stated a city could require a city manager to live
within 20 miles of the city so the commission changed the wordage to 21 miles so there
would not be any questions of what the law meant. He also stated the commission left
the verbiage as it was so that if the state law is changed back the city has the option of
making the city manager live within the city. Councilperson Ockerman thanked Mr.
Corey for the definition and commended the charter commission for doing a fantastic job
in updating the charter. He stated there were many groups started, but the charter never
got done. Councilperson Dumond asked what the next step would be. Ms. Long advised
the amendments have to go to the governor and attorney general’s office. They can
either approve the charter as is or make changes to the charter that would require another
public hearing. She further advised if there are no changes then the amendments could
be placed on a ballot for the public to vote on. Councilperson Dumond asked if each
change would be voted on individually. Ms. Long advised yes. Larry Friess asked when
the state law was changed. Ms. Long advised sometime in March. Mr. Friess stated the
city manager living in town was never an issue until the law was changed in Lansing.
There were other charter commissions and those commissions did something too.
Councilperson Ockerman stated he was not knocking the other commissions. Mr. Friess
advised it sounded like that. Councilperson Ockerman stated other commissions were set
up to review the charter but they did not get through it and he did not know why. Bendall
moved, Hornus seconded to leave the public hearing and return to the regular session.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Runyan, Ockerman, Bayless, Hornus, Bendall, Dumond.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED Time was 7:59 p.m.

Dumond moved, Hornus seconded to accept the charter amendments as presented to
council by the charter commission.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Hornus, Bendall, Dumond, Bayless, Ockerman, Runyan.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CONSIDER CROSS CONNECTION CONTROL PROGRAM CONTRACT: Tim Crawford
explained the contract with Hydro Designs was for a three-year contract. He further
explained the first year would cost $8,500, the second year would cost $6,200 and the
third year would cost $6,200 but the cost might go down. Councilperson Hornus asked if
the city would get the lower price if the cost goes down in the third year. Mr. Crawford
advised yes. Councilperson Ockerman asked what advantage the city would have with a
multi-year contract. Mr. Crawford advised Hydro Designs would not have all of the
businesses done in the first year. He further advised the second and third year would be a




maintenance program. Councilperson Ockerman asked if Hydro Designs suggested a
maintenance program. Mr. Crawford advised no, it was a state requirement. The state is
telling the city what to do. He further advised Hydro Designs has been very easy to work
with and there have not been any public complaints. Councilperson Hornus asked Mr.
Crawford what he would recommend for a time frame. Mr. Crawford advised the city
would have to do the program every year so it did not matter. Councilperson Ockerman
asked if the city is charged by the hour. Mr. Crawford advised the city is charged for the
paperwork, data entry and for the person who does the inspection. Councilperson
Ockerman asked if the costs would not exceed these figures. Mr. Crawford advised yes.
Councilperson Dumond asked if the contract could be terminated at any time. Mr.
Crawford advised yes. Mayor Billis asked if it was possible to contract with Hydro
Designs for one year. Councilperson Hornus advised yes. Councilperson Bayless stated
council went through this a year ago and this company made a presentation and they are
very professional. They send reports to the state and keep the city from paying fines,
which would be a big problem. Bayless moved, Bendall seconded to approve the three-
year contract with Hydro Designs not to exceed $8,500 for the first year and not to
exceed $6,200 for the following two years.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Bendall, Bayless, Runyan, Dumond, Hornus, Ockerman.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CONSIDER CONTRACT FOR WARRANTY INSPECTION OF WATER TOWER: Bendall
moved, Hornus seconded to accept the bid from Dixon Engineering in the amount of
$1,640 for warranty inspection on the water tower.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Dumond, Hornus, Ockerman, Bendall, Runyan, Bayless.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CONSIDER MODIFICATIONS TO KING/KINGSLEY/MCARTHUR PROJECT: Bendall
moved, Hornus seconded to accept the modifications to the King/Kingsley/McArthur
project as presented in the workshop meeting.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus, Runyan, Bayless, Bendall.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CONSIDER TRANSFER FROM 1997 CONSTRUCTION FUND TO
KING/KINGSLEY/MCARTHUR PROJECT FUND: Jeremy Boyd stated he checked
with the auditors and was told the city could transfer the money in the 1997 Construction
fund to the King/Kingsley/McArthur project, which the city is bonding for now.
Councilperson Ockerman asked if the amount was what the Downtown Development
Authority was going to pay and could not pay. Mr. Boyd advised no. Councilperson
Ockerman asked what the city’s bond rating was. Mr. Boyd advised he did not know.
Councilperson Ockerman stated someone should know the answer. He asked how




council could find out the answer. Mr. Boyd stated the bonding attorneys would know.
Councilperson Bayless stated a city of this size does not have a bond rating; the bonds are
rated. Mayor Billis asked if the money has been sitting in the fund. Mr. Boyd advised
yes, but he did not know for how long. Dumond moved, Hornus seconded to transfer
funds from the 1997 Construction Fund to the King/Kingsley/McArthur Project Fund in
the amount of $61,704.76.

Roll call vote:
Yes: Bayless, Runyan, Bendall, Ockerman, Dumond, Hornus.
No:  None.

Motion CARRIED

CALL TO AUDIENCE: Brian Gay, 440 E. Oliver Street, asked what the city’s sewer plans

were

for the next year. He understands there is another bad area in town. Councilperson
Ockerman stated he believed the streetscape project would take precedence next year
because it was delayed this year. Mr. Crawford advised Mack Street would be done with
the streetscape next year. Councilperson Bayless advised the McNeil Street project was
just added to the budget too. Mr. Gay stated he has lived in the city for over 20 years and
his street was the only one done since he has lived in the city. He asked if there was
another sewer plan before the 20-year plan. Councilperson Bendall advised she did not
know but the 20-year plan was incorporated after the five mills were voted in. She
offered to get him copies of the plan. Councilperson Dumond stated there is a problem
on West McNeil Street that would be addressed this year. Mr. Gay stated the city could
save money if rainwater was not being treated. He asked if anyone knew how much
money the city has saved by not treating rainwater and where the money is sitting.
Councilperson Ockerman stated if the city is saving money then the city’s costs would be
less. Unfortunately, the cost of a street project does not go down. Mr. Gay asked how
long an average sewer system lasts. Mr. Crawford advised the city has sewers that have
lasted 60 years. Mr. Gay asked if the city had a mosquito-spraying plan. Councilperson
Runyan advised spraying is usually done in the spring. He further advised spraying
could be done by plane or there is a company that would spray the ditches. If one person
says they do not want it done, the spraying has to be stopped a few feet from that
property. He also advised the city would probably spray the ditches.

Gary Palmer stated he was present in case there were any questions about Newcor.
Councilperson Hornus stated he talked to Mr. Wiegel and asked him if anything had
changed. Mr. Wiegel stated he did not notice any change. Councilperson Hornus stated
he told Mr. Wiegel he spoke to the people from Newcor after the meeting and was told
that Newcor wanted to be a good neighbor and they would do anything they could to try
to satisfy him. Councilperson Hornus further stated Mr. Wiegel would have been at the
meeting tonight if nothing had changed. Councilperson Bayless stated he would like to
hear from Mr. Palmer. Mr. Palmer explained the letter he sent to council. He further
explained a lot of the problems were not any ordinance violations. He also explained
Newcor has bent over backwards to resolve the situation and still maintain a viable
operation at that location. Mr. Palmer advised Newcor has indicated they would try to
control their dumping operation between 8:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m. Councilperson



Ockerman thanked Newcor for being a good neighbor, but he still hears about the odor
problem. It must be something that is done during the process and he hopes that is not
something that will pop up again. Scott Wright from Newcor stated the company has
been in contact with the Department of Environmental Quality to see if there have been
any complaints and the company thinks they have the odor problem licked.
Councilperson Ockerman asked if that was how the company did it. He also asked Mr.
Wright what Newcor was doing on the south side of the property. Mr. Wright advised a
new truck driveway was being put in so the trucks could back straight in from Sleeseman
Drive. The old driveway used up a lot of parking spaces and caused a lot of congestion
during shift changes. He further advised the old driveway would be blocked off to free
up 30 to 40 parking spots.

Judy Horton asked what was happening with the asphalt for the new skating rink.
Councilperson Bendall advised the rain that has occurred during the last two weeks has
put the asphalt company behind schedule.

Don Butcher asked Mr. Crawford how big of a work crew he needed. Mayor Billis
advised Mr. Butcher that Mr. Crawford was not required to answer the question and
asked Mr. Butcher to address his question to council. Mr. Butcher asked how many
employees were needed. Mayor Billis advised council was in agreement that the
department of public works needed more employees. Councilperson Ockerman stated he
has been an advocate of too many police and not enough department of public works.
Mr. Butcher stated he was going to bring that up. He further stated he has nothing
against the police department and asked how many officers the police department has.
Councilperson Ockerman advised there are five full-time officers and three part-time
officers, but he did not know if the count included the new officer and the police chief.
He needs that answer, but he has not got it yet. He further advised the police department
takes nearly $500,000 of the $1,600,000 budget, which is 30 percent and the department
of public works budget is 16 percent. Logic tells him the city is out of balance. He also
advised at some point council is going to have to address the situation, but council has to
agree and so far the agreement is the other way and they have the votes. Mr. Gay asked
if another full-time police officer has been hired. Councilperson Ockerman stated the
city has received a grant to hire another police officer, but the city has to retain the officer
for one year after the grant ends. Councilperson Dumond stated the police department is
a 24-hour a day job and there are three shifts that have to be covered. Mr. Gay stated the
city limits have not grown and the problems are the same as when he moved to the city
20 years ago. The police department has grown by three employees since he has moved
here. Larry Friess stated the same logic Councilperson Dumond used to add a police
officer could be used for the department of public works. Councilperson Dumond
advised the department of public works does not work 24-hours a day. Mr. Friess stated
there has to be manpower to do the work. He further stated he was for the police
department but the department of public works needs people too.

ADJOURN: Bendall moved, Hornus seconded to adjourn.
Roll call vote:
Yes: Runyan, Ockerman, Bayless, Hornus, Bendall, Dumond.



No:  None.
Motion CARRIED Time was 8:54 p.m.

DR. JAMES BILLIS, MAYOR YVONNE F. LONG, CITY CLERK



