
 

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 
Tuesday, January 2, 2007 

 
Present: Corey, Mehigh, Jessen, Spring, Johnson, Wagner. 
 
Absent: Hall (excused). 
 
Guests: Joe Sawyer, City Manager; Judy Horton; Helen Granger, The Independent; Merilee 

Lawson, City Assessor/Planner; Janet Washburn, Parks & Recreation Director; 
Gene Sanderson; Cheryll Warren, The Argus Press; and other concerned citizens. 

 
The meeting was called to order in the City Council Chambers by Mayor Corey at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Wagner moved, Johnson seconded to  
 approve the previous regular meeting minutes dated December 18, 2006 as presented. 

Roll call vote: 
 Yes:  Jessen, Spring, Johnson, Wagner, Mehigh. 
 No:  None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to accept the agenda as presented  

by changing Item No. 1 to Item No. 1A and adding Item No. 1) Consider Request to 
Excuse Councilperson Hall From Meeting Due to Illness.   
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Spring, Johnson, Wagner, Mehigh, Jessen. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

  
APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Johnson moved, Wagner seconded to approve 

the vendor disbursements dated December 28, 2006 as presented. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Johnson, Wagner, Mehigh, Jessen, Spring. 
No: None.  

 Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER REQUEST TO EXCUSE COUNCILPERSON HALL FROM MEETING DUE TO  

ILLNESS:  Johnson moved, Wagner seconded to excuse Councilperson Hall from the 
January 2, 2007 council meeting due to illness.  
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Wagner, Mehigh, Jessen, Spring, Johnson. 
No: No. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
 
CONSIDER YOUTH SPORTS AND RECREATION COMMISSION ORDINANCE NO. 06-05:   



 

Mayor Corey advised this was brought to the council at the last meeting and has had some 
revisions.  Mr. Sawyer reviewed the revisions that were requested by the council at the last 
meeting.  Johnson moved, Spring seconded to approve the following ordinance:   
 

ORDINANCE NO: 06-05 
 

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CODE OF ORDINANCES OF THE CITY OF 
CORUNNA, MICHIGAN, CHAPTER 2. ADMINISTRATION, ARTICLE IV. 
BOARDS AND COMMISSIONS BY CHANGING DIVISION 1. GENERALLY TO 
DIVISION 1.  YOUTH SPORTS AND RECREATION COMMISSION, SECTIONS 
2-141 THROUGH 2-155, OF THE CITY OF CORUNNA CODE. 

 
  THE CITY OF CORUNNA, MICHIGAN, ORDAINS: 
  

DIVISION 1.  YOUTH SPORTS & RECREATION COMMISSION 
 

SECTION I.  Sec. 2-141.  Established. 
 

There is hereby established a Youth Sports & Recreation Commission for the City of 
Corunna. 

 
 SECTION II.  SEC. 2-142.  Purpose. 
 

The purpose of the youth sports and recreation commission is to add a quality of life to the 
children and the community with a safe environment in which to play, to be taught 
sportsmanship and learn the skills of playing the game. 

  
SECTION III.  Sec. 2-143.  Membership. 

 
The youth sports and recreation commission heretofore established is continued. 

 
(1) The youth sports and recreation commission shall consist of nine (9) to eleven (11) 

administrative officers appointed in accordance with section 4.7 (administrative 
service) of the City Charter for indefinite terms serving at the pleasure of the 
council. 

 
(2) The youth sports and recreation commission shall elect from its membership a 

chairperson, vice-chairperson and secretary selected by the commission and 
appointed every year.  All meetings must have a majority of commission members 
present to enact business.  The majority of commission members shall reside within 
the Corunna School District. 

 
(3) All members of the youth sports and recreation commission shall serve as such 

without compensation.  The nine (9) to eleven (11) person commission membership 
shall be comprised of at least four (4) coaches. 

 



 

(4) The youth sports and recreation commission shall fall under the umbrella of the 
Parks and Recreation Director. 

 
(5) Proposed meeting minutes are to be turned into the Parks and Recreation Director 

within ten business days following the board meeting.  Approved minutes are to be 
submitted to the city clerk within five days of approval. 

 
(6) Any board member absent three consecutive meetings or 25 percent of regular 

meetings in a calendar year, without prior approval by the city manager, will be 
considered for removal from the board.  All absences shall be recorded in the 
meeting minutes. 

 
(7) Upon recommendation of the city manager, the city council shall appoint the Parks 

and Recreation Director as an ex-officio member of the commission.  The ex-
officio member shall not have a vote at the meetings, but shall sit only in an 
advisory capacity. 

 
(8) All administrative officers shall be responsible to the city manager in and for the 

performance of the duties of their office. 
 

(9) The youth sports and recreation commission may also establish by-laws to be 
approved by the city council. 

 
SECTION IV.  SEC. 2-144. Meetings. 

 
(1) Meetings will be held once a month or as needed.  All meetings are open to the 

public and meeting date and time shall be published in advance. 
 

(2) The commission will be required to have at least two meetings a year with all 
coaches at which time a report of events, goals, problems and solutions will be 
presented. 

 
(3) All members and sub-committee members will be notified of the meeting date or 

cancellation of the same. 
 
  SECTION V.  SEC. 2-145.  Gifts, donations, earnings; Annual budget. 
 

The youth sports and recreation commission shall be empowered to receive gifts and 
donations in the name of the city for the purpose set out in this division and the board shall 
have the sole right of determination of the source of such gifts and donations. 

 
Recommendations for the budget shall be given to the Parks and Recreation Director by 
February 1st of each year.   

 
  SECTION VI.  SEC. 2-146.  Appointment of Committees. 
 



 

The youth sports and recreation commission shall be empowered to appoint sub-
committees as may be found necessary to accomplish the purposes of this division.  The 
sub-committees shall consist of but not limited to the following: 

 
(a) Fundraising 
(b) Picture scheduling 
(c) Special projects 
(d) Publicity 
(e) Equipment  
(f) Awards (other than awards by league) 
(g) Assistant to game and field schedule 
(h) Camps for coaches, umpires and players 

 
The sub-committees will meet as needed; however, they will make any and all proposals to 
the board pertaining to their needs. 

 
  SECTION VII.  SEC. 2-147.  Resolution of Issues. 
 

All issues are to be reported to the commission with notification given to the Parks and 
Recreation Director.  All decisions by the commission shall be submitted as 
recommendations to the Parks and Recreation Director/City of Corunna in writing for 
supporting resolution.  All emergencies that arise shall be handled by the commission on 
an as needed basis with notification given to the Parks and Recreation Director as soon as 
possible. 

 
  SECTION VII.  SEC. 2-148.  Rules. 
 
 The commission shall establish rules of play for each league in keeping with the national  
 and local rules of the game. 
 
 SECTION IX.  SEC. 2-149.  Umpire in Charge Responsibilities. 
 

The Umpire in Charge must have coaching experience in the sports field.  Assistants to the 
Umpire in Charge could be another coach or parent.  The Umpire in Charge will submit a 
plan to the board and copy to the Parks and Recreation Director of all scheduling, roster 
and equipment needs and notify same of any changes.  The Umpire in Charge will be 
recommended by the commission to the Parks and Recreation Director and will be hired by 
the City of Corunna.  This will be a compensated position. 

 
  
 The Umpire in Charge will be responsible for the following: 
 

(a) Assist with all registrations and team rosters. 
(b) Working with coaches and will be responsible for all schedules and rule 

information and will notify coaches of any changes.     



 

(c) Will attend all meetings of the commission and meetings of any traveling leagues 
that the commission designates. 

(d) Will oversee the hiring of umpires and submit payroll forms to the Parks and 
Recreation Director weekly. 

(e) Will establish practice and playing schedules for all leagues and will submit the 
same to all coaches, Parks and Recreation Director, and grounds keeper in a timely 
fashion.  Proper persons will be notified of any changes as soon as possible. 

(f) Working with the coaches, reporting all problems that arise and working with the 
commission to make the program succeed. 

(g) Will be responsible for the grounds keeping of the field that includes but not 
limited to preparing the fields and keeping the surrounding area free of trash.  
Grounds keeping may be a paid position with compensation established by the 
commission as a recommendation to the Parks and Recreation Director. 

 
  SECTION X.  SEC. 2-150.  Parks and Recreation Director Responsibilities. 
 
 The Parks and Recreation Director shall be responsible for the following:   
 
 (a) Keep all registration forms of players, coaches, rosters and Umpire in Charge 

contract. 
 (b) Have oversight of the program. 
 (c) Will obtain league sponsorships. 
 (d) Provide registration/enrollment forms to league leaders. 
 (e) Distribute registration forms to the schools. 
 (f) Approve all expenditures and purchases. 
 (g) Handle all income and deposits and shall provide the board with accountability of 

the same. 
   
  Secs. 2-151-2-155.  Reserved 
 

 SECTION XI.  SEVERABILITY CLAUSE. 
 

This ORDINANCE and the several sections, sub-sections, clauses and parts thereof are 
hereby declared to be severable.  If any part or clause thereof is declared or adjudged 
invalid by present of future legislation or court decree, the balance of the ORDINANCE 
shall not be affected thereby. 
 
 
 
 
SECTION XII.  CONFLICTING ORDINANCES REPEALED. 

 
All ORDINANCES previously adopted and inconsistent with the provisions of this 
ORDINANCE are repealed, and in the case of inconsistencies, to the extent of such 
inconsistencies, are hereby repealed. 

 



 

SECTION XIII.  COPIES AVAILABLE. 
 

This ORDINANCE may be purchased or inspected in the City Clerk’s Offices, Monday 
through Friday, between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 4:30 p.m. 

 
SECTION XIV.  EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
This ORDINANCE shall take effect pursuant to the Corunna City Charter, immediately 
upon publication hereof. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Wagner, Mehigh, Jessen, Spring, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 
 

CONSIDER APPOINTMENTS TO THE YOUTH SPORTS AND RECREATION  
COMMISSION:   Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to appoint the following members to 
the Youth Sports and Recreation Commission for an indefinite term upon taking the oath 
of office and serving at the pleasure of the council:  Kevin Dokey, Gary Jacobs II, Mike 
Janca, Scott Perrin, Matthew Chrzan, Kory Manausa, Brent Mowinski, Robert Thayer, and 
Gayle Holbrook. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Jessen, Johnson, Wagner, Mehigh, Spring. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED   
 
CONSIDER AUDITOR ENGAGEMENT LETTER:  Johnson moved, Wagner seconded to accept  
 the auditor engagement letter from Abraham & Gaffney, P.C. dated October 10, 2006.  
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Jessen, Wagner, Spring, Mehigh, Johnson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Judy Horton stated everything is done in the park.  The lights are all  
 down in the pavilions and the village and have been put away. 
    
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  Councilperson Mehigh advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
 Councilperson Jessen advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
 Councilperson Spring advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 

Councilperson Johnson asked what time the bowling started.  Mayor Corey advised 5:00 
p.m. and everyone should be there by 4:45 p.m.  Councilperson Johnson asked who would 
bowl for Councilperson Hall if she cannot bowl with her broken rib.  Ms. Cowdrey advised 
Linda LeCureux really wants to bowl.  Mr. Sawyer advised he would have someone call 
Councilperson Hall to find out if she can bowl.  Janet Washburn asked if a bowler had to 



 

be a councilperson or if a city employee could bowl.  Mayor Corey advised everyone 
agreed that council people and the city manager would bowl and since Perry does not have 
a city manager, their city clerk will bowl.  He further advised if a municipality has a 
council person that cannot make it then the city clerk can be used.  He also advised the 
teams will be broken down so that each team will have one member from each 
municipality on it.  The bowling will last until 7:00 p.m. and Capitol Bowl has graciously 
donated lanes and shoe rental fees.         

 
 Councilperson Wagner advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 

Mayor Corey stated he went into the McNeil Street Market the other day and they are 
selling pizzas now and they are very good.   
 

ADJOURN:  Jessen moved, Mehigh seconded to adjourn.  
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Jessen, Wagner, Spring, Mehigh, Johnson. 

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 7:20 p.m.     
 
 
 
 

__________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Steve Corey, Mayor     Nichole L. Cowdrey, City Clerk 


