
 

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 
Monday, August 3, 2009 

 
Present: Kerridge, Mehigh, Jessen, Corey, Johnson, Haskins, Hall.  
 
Absent: None. 
 
Guests: Joe Sawyer, City Manager; Merilee Lawson, Assessor/Planner; Judy Horton; Tim 

Crawford, Superintendent of Public Works; Brad Reichert; Janine Kingsbury; Carol 
Spaniola; Bob Buschman; Bill Striggow; Diane Johnson; Bob Morehouse; Officer 
Nick Chiros, Police Department; Tami Sawyer; Mary Dumond; Angie Fernette; Brian 
White; Shelly and Kyle White; and other concerned citizens. 

 
The meeting was called to order in the council chambers located in Corunna City Hall by Mayor    
 Kerridge at 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Johnson moved, Hall seconded to  
 approve the previous regular meeting minutes dated July 20, 2009 as presented. 

Roll call vote: 
 Yes:  Jessen, Johnson, Haskins, Hall, Mehigh. 
 No:  None. 
 Abstain: Corey. 
    Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Johnson moved, Corey seconded to approve the agenda as presented by  

moving Item No. 1 to 1A and adding Item No. 1) Presentation From Committee to Save the 
Community Center. 
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Corey, Johnson, Haskins, Hall, Mehigh, Jessen. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

  
APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Corey moved, Johnson seconded to approve the  

vendor disbursements dated July 24, 2009 as presented.   
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Johnson, Haskins, Hall, Mehigh, Jessen, Corey. 
No: None.   

 Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Councilperson Johnson read a letter from Avery Weaver who could not be  

at the meeting.  He thanked the city council and staff for their support especially Tim 
Crawford and Shauna Bayless in regards to developing and carrying out plans for McCurdy 
Park during the Train Festival.            

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Mr. Sawyer advised plans are being made for the Kith & Kin gala,  



 

which will be held the first full weekend in September.  He further advised the construction 
on Corunna Avenue should be done on time.  The street milling has been done and the city is 
receiving some of the millings, which will be put down on the roads in McCurdy Park.         

 
PRESENTATION FROM COMMITTEE TO SAVE THE COMMUNITY CENTER:  Carol Spaniola  

advised Judy & Al Horton have pledged a $10,000 donation to save the community center and 
the Corunna Fourth of July Commission has pledged $1,000.  She further advised the 
committee has raised $20,500 and is moving along with its fundraising efforts.  Mr. & Mrs. 
Horton and Angie Fernette presented their donations to the Committee to Save the 
Community Center.  Mr. Sawyer advised the committee is hoping to raise $25,000 in order to 
get a $10,000 donation from the Corunna Downtown Development Authority.        

 
CONSIDER RESIGNATION OF BRENDA JORDAN FROM THE CORUNNA FOURTH OF  

JULY COMMISSION:  Johnson moved, Hall seconded to accept the resignation of Brenda 
Jordan from the Corunna Fourth of July Commission with regret.    
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Haskins, Hall, Mehigh, Jessen, Corey, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER BS&A SOFTWARE PROPOSAL FOR GENERAL LEDGER, ACCOUNTS  

PAYABLE, CASH RECEIPTS, PAYROLL & UTILITY BILLING:  Councilperson Corey 
asked how long the city has used its current software.  Nichole Cowdrey advised she has been 
with the city for eight years and it was already here when she came.  Councilperson Corey 
asked if it is updated on a regular basis.  Ms. Cowdrey advised yes.  Mr. Sawyer advised he 
fully endorses Ms. Cowdrey’s request because he personally has never been happy with 
Fundbalance and expressed his issues with the program five years ago.  The city currently has 
BS&A for our assessing and tax programs.  If the request is approved, it would not require a 
budget amendment since payment will be deferred until next year’s budget.  Councilperson 
Corey asked Ms. Cowdrey if she talked to anyone who currently uses the program.  Ms. 
Cowdrey advised yes and they are happy with it.  Ms. Lawson advised their technical support 
is great and they usually call their customers back within 30 minutes.  Mr. Sawyer advised the 
only programs being requested are programs that are currently used.  Johnson moved, Corey 
seconded to accept the BS&A Software proposal for General Ledger, Accounts Payable, Cash 
Receipts, Payroll & Utility Billing in an amount not to exceed $15,325.   
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Corey, Hall, Mehigh, Jessen, Haskins, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER RESOLUTION FOR MICHIGAN GREEN COMMUNITIES CHALLENGE:  Johnson  

moved, Haskins seconded to approve the following Resolution No. 080309-01, Michigan 
Green Communities Challenge: 

 
RESOLUTION NO. 080309-01 

MICHIGAN GREEN COMMUNITIES CHALLENGE 



 

 
WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna wants to emphasize the benefits of energy 

efficiency and conservation; and 
 

WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna wants to demonstrate that energy efficiency and 
conservation practices can be applied to the daily governmental operations and to 
infrastructure projects; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna seeks to find methods of service delivery and 

operations that conserve energy and resources, saving taxpayer dollars and protecting and 
preserving the environment; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna recognizes that sound energy efficiency and 

conservation practices can reduce government costs over the long-term; and 
 

WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna will lead by example to show the practicality and 
effectiveness of these packages; and 

 
WHEREAS:  The City of Corunna seeks to encourage its citizens and businesses to 

initiate stewardship activities that benefit the environment and their community; 
 

Now therefore be it resolved, that the City of Corunna accepts the Michigan Green 
Communities Challenge and pledges to work toward achieving the goals of the Basic 
Challenge over the next three years. 

 
IN WHITNESS WHEREOF,  THE City of Corunna, Shiawassee County, Michigan, by its 
City Council, has caused this Resolution to be enacted this date.  

 
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED. 
Roll call vote:  
Yes: Jessen, Johnson, Haskins, Mehigh, Hall, Corey. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER RENTAL OF THE OLMSTED ROOM TO THE CORUNNA DISTRICT LIBRARY:   

Mr. Sawyer explained the lease is only for the Olmsted Room, which will be under control of 
the Corunna District Library.  The city has agreed to supply the insulation that will be 
installed above the ceiling tiles and to install a commercial door on the north side of the 
building to replace the residential door.  He further explained the rental fee is $800 per month, 
which includes utilities and will start September 1.  The city attorney has reviewed and 
approved the lease agreement.  Johnson moved, Corey seconded to approve the rental of the 
Olmsted Room to the Corunna District Library.  Mr. Sawyer advised the term of the lease is 
three years, which runs concurrently with their millage authorization.   

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Hall, Jessen, Haskins, Corey, Mehigh, Johnson. 
 No: None. 



 

   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER UTILITIES COST SHARE WITH CALEDONIA CHARTER TOWNSHIP FOR THE  

CORUNNA/CALEDONIA BRANCH OF THE COMMUNITY DISTRICT LIBRARY:  Mr. 
Sawyer advised the cost of utilities is about $8,000 per year.  Caledonia Charter Township 
agreed at its last meeting to split the cost of the utilities with the city.  He further advised it is 
his recommendation to continue the voluntary contribution of gas and electric for the 
Community District Library and share the costs with Caledonia Charter Township.  
Councilperson Corey stated he expects times will get tougher for the city and he is hopeful 
the city will be able to continue making the voluntary contribution.  At some point, the city 
might not be able to so he wonders if the city should separate the utility meters, which he 
would like the city council to consider this during its budget workshop meetings.  Johnson 
moved, Jessen seconded to approve the utilities cost share with Caledonia Charter Township 
for the Corunna/Caledonia Branch of the Community District Library. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Hall, Haskins, Mehigh, Jessen, Corey, Johnson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER VACANT COUNCIL BOARD & COMMITTEE SEATS:  Mr. Sawyer advised since  

there is a city election in November, he does not know if there is a necessity to fill the 
vacancies since there will be an organizational meeting the first meeting after the election.  
He explained he wanted council to know which board and committee seats are vacant.          

 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  Councilperson Mehigh advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 

Councilperson Jessen advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 

Councilperson Corey advised it is good to be back on the council and it is good to see 
everyone again. 

 
Councilperson Johnson welcomed Steve Corey back to the council.   
 
Councilperson Haskins advised the airport had a good turnout during the train festival.  He 
explained a B-25 and B-17 airplane had come to the airport and it was a real privilege to see 
those planes.   
 
Councilperson Hall welcomed Steve Corey back to the council.  She advised she went down 
to the train festival event and it was very nice. 
 
Mayor Kerridge thanked Gary Arnold for the Lugnuts tickets on Friday night and advised it 
was a lot of fun. 
 

ADJOURN:  Jessen moved, Corey seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Mehigh, Jessen, Corey, Hall, Johnson, Haskins. 



 

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 7:45 p.m.     
 

 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Chuck Kerridge, Mayor    Nichole L. Cowdrey, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 


