
 

City of Corunna 
Regular Council Meeting 

Monday, December 6, 2010 
 
Present: Kerridge, Jessen, Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins, Reichert.  
 
Absent: Mehigh (excused). 
 
The meeting was called to order in the council chambers of Corunna City Hall by Mayor Kerridge at  
 7:00 p.m. 
 
MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS REGULAR MEETING:  Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to  

approve the previous regular meeting minutes dated November 15, 2010 as presented. 
Roll call vote: 

 Yes:  Jessen, Sarrazin, Johnson, Reichert.  
 No:  None. 
 Abstain: Haskins. 
    Motion CARRIED 
 
AGENDA APPROVAL:  Sarrazin moved, Johnson seconded to approve the agenda as presented  
 Roll call vote: 

Yes: Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins, Reichert, Jessen. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

  
APPROVAL OF VENDOR DISBURSEMENTS:  Sarrazin moved, Johnson seconded to approve the  

vendor disbursements dated November 24, 2010 as presented.     
Roll call vote: 
Yes: Johnson, Haskins, Reichert, Jessen, Sarrazin. 
No: None.   

 Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Donna Kerridge stated it was a lovely weekend at the community center.   

She thought there was a big turnout on Friday night and the parade was beautiful.   
 
Judy Horton advised breakfast with Santa was not too good this year and she did not know 
what happened.   

 
CITY MANAGER’S REPORT:  Mr. Sawyer advised he is still working on the budget and is  

gathering information from the state on what changes may be coming.  The city has plenty of 
time between now and March to work through the process.   

 
CONSIDER EXCUSAL OF COUNCILPERSON DON MEHIGH FROM THE DECEMBER 6, 2010  

COUNCIL MEETING:  Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to excuse Councilperson Don 
Mehigh from the December 6, 2010 council meeting due to illness.  
 
 



 

Roll call vote: 
Yes: Haskins, Reichert, Jessen, Sarrazin, Johnson. 
No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED 

 
CONSIDER CANCELLATION OR RE-SCHEDULING OF DECEMBER 20, 2010 AND  

JANUARY 3, 2011 COUNCIL MEETINGS:  Mr. Sawyer stated the city is closed the entire 
week before the January 3, 2011 meeting, which would require council packets to be sent out 
two weeks early and just after the December 20, 2010 meeting.  The council has the option to 
cancel the December 20, 2010 meeting as it has done in the past or bump it forward a week.  
He further stated the city staff is recommending canceling the January 3, 2011 meeting.  
Councilperson Jessen asked if there was anything pressing that a meeting had to be held.  Mr. 
Sawyer advised no the dam court hearing is December 13 and if anything pressing comes 
from that hearing the council will be contacted for a special meeting.  Jessen moved, Johnson 
seconded to cancel the December 20, 2010 and January 3, 2011 council meetings.   

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Jessen, Sarrazin, Johnson, Haskins. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER COMMISSION/BOARD/COMMITTEE RE-APPOINTMENTS:  Johnson moved, 

Jessen seconded to re-appoint Connie Reichert to the Corunna Downtown Development 
Authority for a four year term beginning January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2014 conditional 
upon taking the oath of office and completing the Application for Board or Commission 
Form.  

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Jessen, Johnson, Reichert, Sarrazin, Haskins. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
 Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to re-appoint Sarah Barton to the Corunna Downtown 

Development Authority for a four year term beginning January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2014 
conditional upon taking the oath of office and completing the Application for Board or 
Commission Form. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Jessen, Sarrazin, Haskins, Johnson. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
 Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to re-appoint Bob Morehouse to the Economic 

Development Fund Board for a three year term beginning January 1, 2011 to December 31, 
2013 conditional upon taking the oath of office and completing the Application for Board or 
Commission Form. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Reichert, Jessen, Haskins, Sarrazin. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 



 

 
 Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to re-appoint Jan Scott to the Corunna Planning 

Commission for a three year term beginning January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2013 
conditional upon taking the oath of office and completing the Application for Board or 
Commission Form. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Jessen, Sarrazin, Johnson, Reichert. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
 Johnson moved, Jessen seconded to re-appoint Brian White to the Corunna Planning 

Commission for a three year term beginning January 1, 2011 to December 31, 2013 
conditional upon taking the oath of office and completing the Application for Board or 
Commission Form. 

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Sarrazin, Jessen, Johnson, Reichert, Haskins. 
 No: None. 
   Motion  CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER 2011 COUNCIL MEETING SCHEDULE:  Johnson moved, Sarrazin seconded to 

approve the following 2011 council meeting schedule as presented with the deletion of the 
January 3, 2011 meeting: 
 

2011 Council Meeting Schedule 
Regular Council Meetings (*)     
 
January 18 (Tuesday) 
February 7 (Monday)       
February 22 (Tuesday)      
March 7 (Monday)       
March 21 (Monday) 
April 4 (Monday)       
April 18 (Monday) 
May 2 (Monday)       
May 16 (Monday) 
June 6 (Monday)       
June 20 (Monday) 
July 5 (Tuesday)       
July 18 (Monday) 
August 1 (Monday)       
August 15 (Monday) 
September 6 (Tuesday)      
September 19 (Monday) 
October 3 (Monday)       
October 17 (Monday) 
November 7 (Monday)      
November 21 (Monday) 
December 5 (Monday)      
December 19 (Monday) 

    
 



 

Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Reichert, Sarrazin, Haskins, Johnson, Jessen. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CONSIDER INDUSTRIAL PARK, SUBDIVISION, AND ROAD NAMES FOR PARMENTER 

WEST INDUSTRIAL LAND:  Mr. Sawyer asked Ms. Lawson if there was a timeline when 
Gary Arnold has to submit the plat.  Ms. Lawson advised a decision does not need to be made 
tonight, but it will need to be made at the January meeting.  Mr. Sawyer stated this would be a 
good time to start discussing it.  Mayor Kerridge suggested including Larry Runyan’s name 
somewhere in the plat.  Councilperson Sarrazin suggested Enterprise Drive, Middlebelt Road, 
Discovery Lane, and Production Lane which are all business related names, but he had no 
objection in including Larry Runyan’s name somewhere.  Mayor Kerridge advised he would 
like to see Larry Runyan’s name on the first road.  Mr. Sawyer stated he has never been a fan 
of naming things for people who are still alive.  He asked if anyone had any plat name 
suggestions.  Councilperson Sarrazin stated what about using the name of the person who sold 
the property to the city.  Councilperson Jessen stated he was happy with Parmenter West for 
the industrial name.  Mr. Sawyer suggested naming the three outlots too.  He stated if council 
want more time to think about the names, it can be added to the next agenda.  The names can 
be drawn from a hat, straw pull, etc.  He asked if council was in agreement to keep the names 
generic business names but thought recognizing Larry Runyan in some way would be a good 
idea.  Councilperson Johnson suggested naming the subdivision after Mr. Runyan and using 
Parmenter for the industrial name.  Johnson moved, Reichert seconded to table the industrial 
park, subdivision and road names for the Parmenter West industrial land until the next council 
meeting on January 18.  

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Johnson, Haskins, Jessen, Sarrazin, Reichert. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
  
CONSIDER DIG GRANT APPLICATION FOR CITY HALL EAST PARKING LOT:  Mr. Sawyer 

explained in order to apply for the grant, the project has to be part of the DDA district.  The 
DDA at their past meeting voted to proceed with the DIG Grant application to rebuild the 
parking lot at Woodworth and State Street.  A 21 percent match is being proposed by the 
DDA.  It may also include improvements to the adjacent alley and Woodworth Street.  H & H 
Grocery is being asked to put up 20 percent of the DDA match because of the benefit that 
they will be receiving.  Mr. Sawyer further explained a 21 percent match was being 
recommended because when he and Ms. Lawson met with the state it was advised that the 
city should go one percent higher because it would give the city additional points.  The City 
of Owosso is going after DIG money because they want to do their swirly sidewalk down 
Mason Street and they are submitting a 27 percent match.  He also explained the DDA was 
told that the entire 21 percent would be coming from them, but assuming this project, the 
alleyway and Woodworth Street falls within the engineer’s budget figure, it might be 
appropriate to put up additional grant money from the Major Street Fund in order to submit a 
31 percent match if the city really wants to get the money.  The Major Street Fund in healthy 
enough and will not affect any future projects.  Councilperson Sarrazin stated the city will get 
more points since it is a low mod community.  Mr. Sawyer advised yes.  He further advised 



 

part of the USDA project includes the reconstruction of the city parking lot east of city hall.  
This is planned in conjunction with the relocation of the Brady Street lift station along with 
the reconstruction of Brady Street from Mack Street to King Street including utilities.  The 
USDA project does not provide grant monies for the city hall lot and it is the first item on the 
cut list if bids come in higher than the loan money.  Councilperson Sarrazin asked if the grant 
would be jeopardized by adding Woodworth Street.  Mr. Sawyer advised he thought the city 
would still be in the ballpark based on what Owosso is planning to do.  He felt a 31 percent 
match would be the way to go.  Councilperson Sarrazin stated he had no objection to upping 
the match to 31 percent and asked if the DDA would still be paying 21 percent.  Mr. Sawyer 
advised yes.  Sarrazin moved, Johnson seconded to instruct the city manager to process the 
DIG Grant Application for the city hall east parking lot along with the downtown 
development parking lot with a 10 percent additional match for the downtown development 
parking lot/Woodworth Street/alleyway and a 31 percent match on the city hall east parking 
lot.  Councilperson Jessen asked where the 10 percent match would come from.  Mr. Sawyer 
advised the Major Street Fund.                              

 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Haskins, Sarrazin, Johnson, Reichert, Jessen. 
 No: None. 
   Motion CARRIED 
 
CALL TO AUDIENCE:  Judy Horton stated the historical village sent out membership forms with 

the property taxes.  She advised the cash calendars are also on sale.  She further advised the 
historical village will be open Friday and Saturday night from 6:00 p.m. to 9:00 p.m. and 
Sunday from 6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.         

 
 Donna Kerridge thanked the volunteer firefighters for decorating the streets.  It was very kind 

of them and the decorations look beautiful.     
 
ROUNDTABLE DISCUSSION:  Councilperson Reichert advised he had nothing to discuss. 
 
 Councilperson Haskins advised he had nothing to discuss. 
  
 Councilperson Johnson thanked the volunteer firemen for decorating the streets.  They did a 

great job.  She thanked the police department for directing traffic Friday night because 
without them the city would not be able to have a parade. 

 
 Councilperson Sarrazin advised the parade of lights and the festival of trees was beautiful.  

He wished everyone a Merry Christmas.  
 
 Councilperson Jessen wished Don Mehigh well and hopes he has a speedy recovery. 
 
 Mayor Kerridge thanked the firemen for decorating the streets.  He advised there were 22 

floats in the parade which was great.  The community center was packed Friday night.  He 
further advised there is a big difference in the lower level of the community center since the 
new windows were installed.  It is a lot warmer down there now and it is amazing to see what 
the new windows have done.   

 



 

ADJOURN:  Jessen moved, Sarrazin seconded to adjourn. 
 Roll call vote: 
 Yes: Sarrazin, Reichert, Haskins, Johnson, Jessen.  

No: None. 
  Motion CARRIED  Time was 8:22 p.m.     
 

 
 
_________________________________  ____________________________________ 
Charles Kerridge, Mayor    Nichole L. Cowdrey, Clerk/Treasurer 
 


